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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 •> * 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 33-38 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Atkins 
(GB 2,299,568) in view of Mehta (U.S. 6,073,377). " 

Regarding claim 33, Atkins discloses a method of forming a label assembly. The 
method includes providing a planar member with oppositely first and second surfaces, a 
length greater than the periphery of the object to be label, a portion for evidencing 
potential tempering, printing indicia on one of the surfaces, applying pressure sensitive 
adhesive on the label assembly, and affixing the label assembly about the periphery of 
the object. (Page 6, line 26 to Page 7, line 5) Atkins js silent as to the evidencing 
potential tempering includes a capped opening of the object. However, providing a 
label assembly with evidencing potential tempering for the capped opening of the object 
is well known and conventional as shown for example by ! Mehta. Mehta discloses a 
label assembly, which includes security portion adapted to be attached to a closure 
device such as a lid, a cap or a top for a container: (Col 4, lines 44-49) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a security portion adapted to be attached to a cap of a 

container as disclosed by Mehta in the method of Atkins to provide evidencing potential 

■•»•••->!}.' . •' r! os ! '. '■t'-L'.' 

i 



Application/Control Number: 10/634,443 . Page 3 

Art Unit: 1734 . '''>k& : '~* 

tempering or indicate whether the container has been opened. (See Mehta, Col 4, lines 
51-54) ■*' r. 

Regarding claim 34, Atkins discloses applying a peelable adhesive, which is a 
releasable adhesive, onto the label assembly. (Page 7, lines 6-11) 

Regarding claim 35, Atkins discloses applying a release coating to the top 
surface of the first end of the label, which is considered to be protective material. (Page 

6, lines 34-35) 

Regarding claim 36, Atkins discloses applying a de-sensitive material to "killed" a 
strip of adhesive on the underside. (Page 4, lines 24-28 and Page 6, line 35 to Page 7, 
line 1) 

Regarding claims 37, and 38, Atkins discloses forming tear lines by a perforator 
for forming a tearable strip to facilitate separation of a part of the label assembly. (Page 

7, lines 2-3) ' ■ ., .\- d. . . ... T,a«i>: 

3. Claims 39-41 and 48-50 are rejected under 35 6.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Atkins (GB 2,299,568) in view of Cillarib (U:S. 4,472,895). 

• .; \, !, : . ..I I- - 

Regarding claim 39, Atkins discloses a method of forming a label assembly. The 



method includes providing a planar member with oppositely first and second surfaces, a 
length greater than the peripheryof the object to be label, providing a pair of notches, 
i.e. recess, which form a tab, applying pressure sensitive adhesive on the label 
assembly, and affixing the label assembly about the periphery of the object. (Page 6, 
line 26 to Page 7, line 5) Atkins is silent as to the label assembly includes a first and 
second portion with the second portion overlaps at ieasta portion of the first portion 
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around the periphery of the object, a first and second edges haying different length such 
that the first portion of the member is oriented at an oblique angle relative to the second 
portion with the second portion maintains a substantially similar width across the length 
of the second portion. However, providing a label assembly includes a first and second 
portion with the second portion overlaps at least a portion of the first portion around the 
periphery of the object, a first and second edges having different length such that the 
first portion of the member is oriented at an oblique angle relative to the second portion 
with the second portion maintains a substantially similar width across the length of the 
second portion is well known and conventional as shown for example by Cillario. 
Cillario discloses a label assembly. The assembly includes a first portion, i.e. a band or 
strip element (2) with a label (5), a second portion, i.e/aflap (6) (Col 1, lines 27-51), 
which is oriented at an oblique angle to each other (See Figures 1-3), which provide a 
first and second edges of different' length and the second' portion overlap a portion of 
the first portion (Col 1 , lines ri 46-48), and the portion of tfie second portion before a 
profile (9) maintains similar width across the length of that portion (Col 1, lines 57-59 
and Figures 1-3). • ,l * r;j ^^ryi ^ ■ --v W; .- 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide label assembly includes a first and second portion with 
the second portion overlaps at least a portion of the first portion around the periphery of 
the object, a first and second edges having different length such that the first portion of 
the member is oriented at an oblique angle relative to the .second portion With the 
second portion maintains a 'substantially similar width across the length of the second 



Application/Control Number: 10/634,443 Page 5 

Art Unit: 1734 > : , ^ r •''*.? ' - 'i " 

portion as disclosed by Cillario in the method of Atkins to providing additional label to 
allow for ease to append written messages such as greetings and/addresses to 

packaged products. (See Cillario, Col 1, lines 8-15) \ 

• •. • . ••■••;V-.;- 1:> ■ 

Regarding claim 40, Atkins discloses applying a peelable.adhesive, which is a 

releasable adhesive, onto the label assembly. (Page 7,;lines 6-1 1 ) 

Atkins discloses applying a release coating to the top surface of the first end of 
the label, which is considered to be protective material. (Page 6, lines 34-35) 

Regarding claim 41 , Atkins discloses applying a de-sensitive material to "killed" a 
strip of adhesive on the underside. (Page 4, lines 24-28 and Page 6, line 35 to Page 7, 
line 1) . 

Regarding claims 48 and 49, Atkins discloses forming tear lines by a perforator 
for forming a tearable strip Vfacilitate separation of a part of the label assembly. (Page 
7, lines 2-3) : " /' : ,ri;; - l " ;'• . 

Regarding claim 50, Atkins discloses the tear lines, which facilitate removal of a 
strip and provides tamper evidence. (Page 5, lines 22-26) 
4. Claims 39-42, 48 anci 49 are rejected under 35 lJ.S?C^1'03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Holden-Banks (GB 2,31 1 ,273) in view of Cillario (U.S. 4,472,895). 

Regarding claim 39, Holderi-Banks discloses a method of forming a wrap around 
label. The label includes two portions (Figures 2, 5, 11 ,'ahd 12) with a combined length 
that is greater than the circumference of the container with a first and second edges in 
opposite position with different length and a portion of the label with the edge at an 
oblique angle, coating the adhesive to the contact surface of the label to the container, 
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wherein the adhesive is considered to be pressure sensitive adhesive, printing ink onto 
the underside adhesive face, and printing the opposite face of the label without the 
adhesive coating. (Page 4, lines 1-15 and Page 12, lines 1-27 and Figures 10-12) 
Holden-Banks is silent as to the label assembly includes a first and second portion with 
the second portion overlaps at least a portion of the first portion around the periphery of 
the object, a first and second edges having different length such that the first portion of 
the member is oriented at an oblique angle relative to the second portion with the 
second portion maintains a substantially similar width across the length of the second 
portion. However, providing a label assembly includes a first and second portion with 
the second portion overlaps ^at least a portion of the first portion around the periphery of 
the object, a first and second edges having different length such that the first portion of 
the member is oriented at an oblique angle relative to the second portion with the 
second portion maintains a substantially similar width across the length of the second 
portion is well known and conventional as shown for example by Cillario. Cillario 
discloses a label assembly! The assembly includes a first portion, i.e. a band or strip 
element (2) with a label (5)7 a second portion, i.e. a flap ^6) (Col 1 f lines 27-51 ), which is 
oriented at an oblique angle to each other (See Figures 1 1-3), which provide a first and 
second edges of different leh'gth and the second portion overlap' a portion of the first 
portion (Col 1 , lines 46-48), and the portion of the second portion before a profile (9) 

. . ......... ■ . r. . > (1 . 

maintains similar width across the length of that portion (Col 1, lines 57-59 and Figures 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide label assembly includes a first and. second portion with 
the second portion overlaps at least a portion of the first portion around the periphery of 
the object, a first and second edges having different length ; such that the first portion of 
the member is oriented at an oblique angle relative to the second portion with the 
second portion maintains a substantially similar width across the length of the second 
portion as disclosed by Cillario in the method of Holdeh-Banks to providing additional 
label to allow for ease to append written messages such as greetings and addresses to 
packaged products. (See Cillario, Col 1, lines 8-15) 

Regarding claim 41 , Holden-Banks discloses printing a coating over the printed 
matter to form a thin film of release agent, which is considered to be a protective 

1 

material. (Page 12, lines 2i;-23) ' ' ' ' af r J ~ 

40, and 42, Holden-Banks discloses applying a coating of release material such 
as Emiflex to the adhesive to deadening an adhesive region to form a releasable 
adhesive to allow delamination of the label material and prevent permanent bonding. 
(Page 6, lines 1 7-32 and Page 8, lines 6-1 5) ' ' 1 ' 3cr * 5 i 17 1 «* " : " ' 

Regarding claims 48 and 49, Holden-Banks discloses the label includes semi- 
cuts or perforations to allow separation of the part of the label from the other part of the 
label. (Page 4, lines 3-11) 

5. Claims 43-46 and 51 : are rejected under 35 U.S.cTlb3(a) as being unpatentable 
over Atkins (GB 2,299,568) in view of Cillario (U.S. 4,472,895) as applied to claims 39 
and 50 above, and further in view of Kaufmann (U.S. 5,264,265). 
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Regarding claims 43, 45, and 46, Atkins as disclosed above is silent as to the 
label includes a tab and a recessed edge to facilitating detaching and reattaching the 
label. However, providing a tab and a recessed edge on a multilayer label is well known 
and conventional as shown for example by Kaufmann. Kaufmann discloses a method 
of forming a peel-back re-sealable multiply labels. The label includes a tab and a 
recess edge on the bottom label to allow reattaching the label. (Col 2, lines 40-52 and 
Figure 1 ) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a tab and a recessed edge as disclosed by Kaufmann in 
the method of Atkins as modified by Cillario to provide a simple, and easy means for 
detaching and reattaching the label. :T c '"' 3r 

Regarding claim 44, Atkins is silent as to completely deaden the adhesive at the 
tab. However, Kaufmann discloses the lift tab has no tacky adhesive on the underside 
(Col 2, lines 48-50) and 6ne|iri the art reading Atkins and Kaufmann would appreciate 
wherein there is adhesive on the underside of the lift tab to logically completely deaden 
the adhesive to allow easy lifting of the tab into a grabble position.' ! A 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to logically completely 'deaden the adhesive 'on the u nderside of the liftable tab in 
the method of Atkins as modified by combination of references to allow easy lifting of 
the tab into a grabble position. c: " 1 n '' •'" v : ' • \ : ' e 

Regarding claim 51, Atkins as disclosed above is silent as to the label includes a 
recessed edge to facilitating'detaching and reattaching the label! However, providing a 
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recessed edge on a multilayer label is well known and conventional as shown for 
example by Kaufmann. Kaufmann discloses a method of forming a peel-back re- 

»* V 
• r . * 

sealable multiply labels. The label includes a recess edge on.the bottom label to allow 
easy lifting and grasping foridetaching and reattaching the label: (Col 2, lines 40-52 and 
Figure 1) '. "■■ 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the. art at the time the invention was 
made to provide a tab and a recessed edge as disclosed by Kaufmann in.the method of 
Atkins as modified by Cillario to provide a simple and easy means for detaching and 
reattaching the label. : CVCi : - 

6: Claims 43-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Holden-Banks (GB 2,31 1 ,273) in view of Cillario (U:sJ 4,472,895) as applied to claim 39 
above, and further in view of Kaufmann (U.S. 5,264,265)1 . - -' ■ 

Regarding claims 43, 45;and 46, Holden-Banks as disclosed above is silent as 
to the label includes a tab and a recessed edge to facilitating detaching and reattaching 
the label. However, providing a tab and a recessed edge on a multilayer label is well 
known and conventional as^shown for example by Kaufmann? kaufmann discloses a 
method of forming a peel-back're-sealable multiply labels? The label includes a tab and 
a recess edge on the bottom label to allow reattaching the label. (Col 2, lines 40-52 and 
Figure 1) ' 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary' skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a tab and a recessed edge as disclosed by Kaufmann in 
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the method of Holden-Banks as modified by Cillario to provide a simple and easy 
means for detaching and reattaching the label. "i \il - v -;'. 

Regarding claim 44, Holden-Banks discloses applying the release coating to the 
adhesive to a strip of adhesive to deaden the adhesive to form a liftable tab, (Page 5, 
line 28 to Page 6, line 2) but is silent as to completely deaden the adhesive at the tab. 
However, Kaufmann discloses the lift tab has no tacky adhesive on the underside (Col 
2, lines 48-50) and one in the art reading Holden-Banks and Kaufmann would 
appreciate wherein there is adhesive on the underside of the lift tab to logically 
completely deaden the adhesive to allow easy lifting of the tab into a grabble position. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to logically completely deaden the adhesive on the underside of the 
liftable tab in the method of Holden-Banks to allow easy lifting of the tab into a grabble 
position. - y-v. .. ypr.- ;y 

7. Claim 47 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. ! 1 03(a) as being'unpatentable over Atkins 
(GB 2,299,568) in view of Cillario (U.S. 4,472,895) and Kaufmann (U.S. 5,264,265) as 

applied to claim 46 above, arid further in view of Mehta (U.S. 6,073,377). 

.... t , „ i...-'. . 

Atkins as modified above is silent as to the evidencing potential tempering 
includes a capped opening ofttie object. HoweveK providing a" label assembly with 
evidencing potential tempering for the capped opening of the object is well known and 
conventional as shown for example by Mehta. Mehta discloses a label assembly, which 
includes security portion adapted to be attached to a closure device such'as a lid, a cap 
or a top for a container. (Col 4, lines 44-49) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a security portion adapted to be attached to a cap of a 
container as disclosed by Mehta in the method of Atkins as modified by combination of 
references to provjde evidencing potential tempering or indicate whether the container 
has been opened. (See Mehta, Col 4, lines 51-54) ' 
8. Claims 47, 50, and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). as being 
unpatentable over Holden-Banks (GB 2,31 1,273) in view of Cillario (U.S. 4,472,895) 
and Kaufmann (U.S. 5,264,265) as applied to claims 46 and 49 above, and further in 
view of Mehta (U.S. 6,073,377). 

Regarding claims 47 and 50, Holden-Banks as modified above is silent as to the 
evidencing potential tempering includes a capped opening of the object. However, 
providing a label assembly with evidencing potential tempering for the capped opening 
of the object is well known and conventional as shown for example by Mehta. Mehta 
discloses a label assembly, which includes security portion adapted to be attached to a 
closure device such as a lid, a cap or a top for a container. . (Col 4, lines 44-49) 

• •' ''•(;:!>'•< r -; • ■ ;vr ; y /i<v>. V - . ' . 

It would have been Obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a security portion adapted to be attached to a cap of a 
container as disclosed by Mehta in the method of Holden-Banks as modified by the 
combination of references to provide evidencing potential tempering or indicate whether 
the container has been opeiied. (See Mehta, Col 4 .lines 51-54) 

Regarding claim 51 , Holden-Banks as modified above is silent as to the label 
includes a recessed edge to facilitating detaching and reattaching the label. However, 



• '•,**- ' 
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providing a recessed edge on a multilayer label is well known and conventional as 
shown for example by Kaufmann. Kaufmann discloses a method of forming a peel-back 
re-sealable multiply labels. The label includes a recess edge on the bottom label to 
allow easy lifting and grasping for detaching and reattaching the label. (Col 2, lines 40- 
52 and Figure 1 ) 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the.art at.the,time the invention was 
made to provide a tab and a recessed edge as disclosed by kaufmann in the method of 
Holden-Banks as modified by combination of references to provide a simple and easy 
means for detaching and reattaching the label. 

[. Response to Arguments - ^ ' 

■■ •": v. '. l !xn:v.'.r'' 

9. Applicant's arguments, see Page 7, line 1 1 to Page 10, line 16, filed January 17, 
2006, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 33-42 and 47-50 under 35 USC 102(b) 
have been fully considered arid are persuasive. Therefore; the rejection has been 
withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made 
in view of Cillario (U.S. 4,472,895) and Mehta (U.S. 6,073,377): ' r ht 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed-'fo Sing P. Chan whose telepfib^n^mber is 571-272- 
1225. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30AM-1 1 :00AM 
and 12:00PM-4:00PM. 7 ~ • .• .. ? ;-:> 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Christopher A. Florilla can be reached on 571 : 272-lT87. The fax phone 

■ v . J...-,::. ;?nd . 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. : v 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system./ Status, information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866^21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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